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Curriculum· suffers course cuts 
A decrease in student interest 

will result in the dropping of nearly 
30 courses next year at Riggs 
Senior High. On the other hand, 
with the drops a few new classes 
will be added to the current cur
riculum. 

Along with these changes, 
Riggs must survive higher gradua
tion requirements and seven
period days. Principal Roger lon
baken feels P_ierre High "will have 
no difficulty meeting any accreda
tion qualifications" after the drop. 
However a problem which most 
likely wiH result "is a high drop out 
rate which could become expen-
sive for society." 

As can be expected, educational 
opportunities will be lowered after 
such a drop. According to Lon
baken, "Anytime there is no stu
dent interest, we end up with too 
many courses, which must be 
dropped. It indicates we are going 
to lose some educational oppor
tunities." 

Examples of the shift in student 
interests can be seeh in the area of 
caprentry, welding, and woods 
which went from an enrollment of 

, 120 this year to only 30 next year. 
But, Spanish I (which fills the 
language requirement) enrollment 
increased from 23 this year to 119 
next year. 

It is uncertain what will happen 
to staffing in regards to the drop. It 
is possible some staff will not be· 
replaced. 

Hopefully with an expected in
crease in enrollm�nt in coming 
years and more student interest in 
certain courses, Riggs may gain 
back some of the dropped courses 
in the future.· 

Classes dropped because of 
limited enrollment include Short 
Hand I and II, Typing II and Ill, Jour
n a Ii s m I ,  World Literature,  
Phi losophy,  Techniques of 
Theatre, 'German Ill, Spanish Ill, 
Sewing Your Own, Space, Struc
ture and Design; General  
Homemaking,  Knit t ing and 
Crocheting, Drafting Ill Eng., 
General Metals, General Woods 11, 
Home Maintenance and Safety, 
Carpentry, Fundamentals, Advanc
ed P.E., Chemistry II, General Hor
ticulture; Painting, Commercial 
Art, lntroducti'on to Art Media, and 
Pottery. 

Th-ose being added included 
Photojournalism, Parenting, and 
World History. Latin I and II will be 
moved f,om the junior r1i�l1 ·to tl,e 
senior high and Marriage and 
Family will be put under the direc
tion of the Home Economics 
department. 

. PERFORMANCE READY ... Members of the swing choir ·who.will perform April 17 are in back 
T�en� Dey�, Karen Koistenen, John Jund, Tara Tessier, Mike Williamson, Byron Reed, John 
Higgins, B1II Ek, and Tara Watson. In front are Cassi Kuck, Chris Mikkelson, Erin Keller, Mary 
Huckins and Sandy Kern. (Photo by Kellen Levisen) 

Band and chorus will perform 
Tuesday night, April 17, the 

Stage Band, Girls Swing Choir and 
Swing-Choir will perform at Riggs 
High. 

Swing Choir will be performing 
to the s-::,rig!".· "S�arrn?.ker,'i "T'1i?n 
Came You,\, a "Beach Boys 
Medley," and "I've got the Music in 
Me.". 

Members of the Swing Choir are: 
Chris Mikkelson, Cassi Kuck, John 
Jund, Tara Watson, Mike William
son, Tara Tessier, Byron Reed, 
Mary Huckins, John Higgins, 
Karon �ol�t!nen, Trent Deyo, San
dy Kern, Billy Ek, and Erin Keeler.

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Singing and dancing to the 
songs: "Telephone," "All Right," 
"Beautiful  Dreamer," and 
"Beachwood 4-5789" will be the 
Girls Swing Choir. Both swing 
choirs will be doing "That's Where 
the Music Takes Me" as their final 

Members of Girls' Swing Choir 
are:· Holly Downs, Steph Barden, 
Ther.esa Schumacher, Suzanne 
Atkinson, Kari Vetos, Val Palmer, 
Kim Merkwan, Trish Smith, Mari
Stenseth, Kris Kulm, Jean 
Jackson, Ronni Sines, Stacey Stof
ferahn, Jennifer Woster, Susan 
McEntire, Darla Eisnach, Marcie 
Lyngstad (alt.), and Michelle 

April 2 

April 3 

April 5 

April 6 

April 7 
April 14 

Buchanan Concert at 
Riggs • 7:30 p.m. 
Jefferson and Lincoln 
Concert at Riggs-
7:30 p.m. 
McKinley and Wash
ington Concert at 

. Riggs-7�30 p.m. 
Debate Awards 
Banquet 
SAT Test 
Prom 

Spring play will 
open in April 

Practices began last week for 
the ·spring play Tinder Box which 
will open April 30 and run May 1 
and 3 according to Bill Henjum, 
drama coach. 

Cast members include seniors: 
John Schwartz, Holly Warnick, and 
Don Crowell; juniors: Val Palmer, 
Susan Gunderson, Allegra Gomez, 
Dawn Clemetson, Jean Jackson, 
Jill Lapp, and Mari Ward; and 
sophomores: Todd Dilly, Lynne 
Hendrickson, and Tim Agena. 

The story is a children's play by 
Nicholas Stuart Gray set in the six
teenth century in a .type of "never-
never land!'. 

The Tinder Box tells the story of 
a solider wounded, broke and 
disheartended after fighting in the 
king's war, who is commissioned 
by a witch to go into the magic 
cavern to retrieve the magic tinder 
box. 

April 17 
' 

April 20 

April 23 

April 28 

April 30 

Riggs.Swing Choir & 
Stage Band Concert 
Quill and Scroll 
Banquet 
Good Friday-
No School 

Easter Monday-
No School 
Latin Club Banquet at 
Junior High 
Spring Play 

selection. 
Stage Band will be playing "Mr.

Intense " "Uonelvi lie " and "Rock 
. 

' ' 
. 

Slide." 
Swing Choir will be performing 

for the Large Group Contest in 
Mobridge, March 30. Both groups 
will also perform for the Huron 
High School. 

Ulman (alt.). 
Members of Stage Band are: 

Williamson, Calvin Jones, Willie 
Medina, Jund, Kern, Sarah Adam, 
Eisnach, Melanie Buckeles, Ek, 
Steve Schwartz, Sines, Michelle 
Scarborough, Deyo, Gary Jorgen
son, Higgins, and Keeler. 

Juniors prepare for 
Junior-Senior Prom 

Juniors recently kicked off 
preparation for the April 14 Junior
Senior Prom, according to Mrs.
Birhanzel and Mr. Shields, class 
advisers. 

A class vote selected the prom 
theme "The Future is Yours" and 
the song "Only Time Will Tell." 

Committees and ·volunteer 
chairmen have been announced. 
They include walls and floors 

- headed by Kendra Jorgensen and .
Amy Oliva; ceiling, headed by Terri
Quigley and Deanne Hawk; en

. trance and stage, headed by Kellen 
Levisen and Thea Miller. 

The lighting committee is head
ed by Scott Raue and Roger Rose; 
waiters and waitresses by Audra 
Linbloom and Chad Gutenkauf; 
and the mural committee, by Mari
Stenseth and Anita Mikkelsen. 

The committees and chair per
sons will begin decorating for the 

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT .. .from left Val Palmer, Allegra Gomez, and Susan Gunderson prom April 13. They will also be 
rehearse for the spring play The Tinder Box. (Photo by Kellen Levlsen) responsible for clean up. 
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Sltlfe �' end, 11110n lot fJor11no11 

atball Cheerleaders won the "Best Appearing 
rnament March 15-17 In Sioux Falls. The eight 
a competition held by the Sioux Falls Chamber 
al cheerleaders luncheon. Cheerleaders receiv• 
and Tara Watson; (front) Kim Merkwan, Audra 
Levlsen) 

high overall award for the 
hree-position sect ional  was 
resented to Scarborough with a 
core of 549 out of a possible 600. 

Michaela Walker 
It was a rocky season for the Pierre 

Governor team. "A season which we 
were pleased-with how it went," com
mented Coach Judson. "It was a 
season which went more or less as 
we expected, but it was one that was 
filled with a few minor disappoint
ments." 

Senior player Daryl Schofield said 
"We didn't win as many games as we 
would have liked, but we did ac
complish our goals of placing one of 
the top three in the ESD and making 
it to the state tournament." 

The Governor team entered the 
State Tournment with a record of 
11-8, after .beating Aberdeen Central
in Aberdeen to capture the Section
4A title.

Pierre's first game at the tourna
ment was against -the number one 
ranked Mitchell. They were defeated 
by Mitchell by a score of 58-35. "It 
was a frustrating game for the 
players," Coach Judson said. 
"Nothing would seem to fall in, and 
there was nothing anyone could do. 
Nobody was out there trying to 
miss." 

The next game for the Govs was 
against the Yankton Bucks. Players 
wise, Coach Judson thought the 
teams were about even. This was 
shown by the closeness of the score 
throughout the whole game, with 
Yankton narrowly defeating Pierre 54 
to 52. 

The Governors then went on to br
ing home the seventh place trophy 
after they successfully defeated the 
Pine Ridge Thorpes by a score of 54 
to 48. "It is tough to get up mentally 
for the game when you are playing for 
seventh and eighth place," com
mented Coach Judson. "But when 
senior Chris Miller hit some baskets 
in a short time span it did help to 
boost the team's spirit." 

Coach Judson said, "We had a 
tremendous team to work with, and I 

ones placed second with 511. Winn- guess that comes from a tradition of 
ng the state JORC championship playing together. Also I think the 
ith a score of 554 out of 600 has seniors this year really had good 
ualified Scarborough to attend the leadership and they wanted to com-
hampionship in Ohio. pete." 

rs outstand-ing wrestlers 

' 
t $···:;.: 

RESTLING STANDOUTS ... Awards were given to (back) Mark Gran, Shane Gutenkauf, Chris 
oore, and Coach Jerry Schlekeway; (front) Chad Gutenkauf, and Charles McGulgan. (Photo by 
ellen Levlsen) 

asey Cowan, and Mark Gran; 
reshmen: Shane Gutenkauf; and 
ighth grader: Mike Anderson. 
Minor letter winners are juniors: 

hris Moore, Mike Westall, Sheldon 
uiter, and Kenny Smart ;  
phomores: Thad Bothwell, Chris 
ikkelsen, Jo·hn Beastrom, Jeff 

Fransen, Todd Christopher, Rich Ad
cock, Steve Schwartz, and Mark 
Tigner; freshmen: Jon Moore, and 
Scott Ball; and eighth grader: Robert 
McGuigan. 

This year's managers were Kellie 
Van Balen, a sophomore, and Lynda 
Creager, a jul)iOr. 

SHOOT FOR 
TW O ... D a r yl 
Schofield goes for a 
basket against his 
Pine Ridge opponent 
in the Governors last 
game at the State A 
in Sioux Falls. Pierre 
won the game 54-48. 
(Photo by Amy Peter• 
son) 

GOVBBNOB 
:PBIDB 

Booster Club supports Riggs 
Pierre's·"Green Wave" has gained statewide attention in th_e last few 

years for its overwhelming support of Riggs athletes. Much of this support 
is due to the Pierre Athletic Booster Club. The main goal of the Booster 
Club is to support athletics at Riggs and to promote sportsmanship and 
school spirit. Jim Benham, president of the Booster Club, said, "We enjoy 
watching our young people compete and take pride in their ac
complishments." 

Many of the larger towns in the state have Booster Clubs, but Pierre's Is 
the largest. Membership this year is the highest it has ever been with 
629-up from 583 members last year. Members are asked to rejoin a� t�e
beginning of each school year to keep up membership. Membership Is
$3.00 per person.

It may seem that Bo�ster Club members would be parents who have 
children in athletics, however, many are loyal fans who are simply willing 
to lend their support. Officers for this year are: Jim Benham, president; 
Dick Tobin, vice-president; Gini Anderson, secretary; and Dean Schofield, 
treasurer. 

One on the activities of the Booster Club is the "Pierre Pride" page 
which usually comes out ever Thursday in the Capitol Journal. This con
tains pictures and stories of Rigg's activities. This page was started three 
years ago by Marlin Smith and Seb Axtman .. 

The Capitol Journal provides the paper, typing, film, and developing, 
and the Booster Club gets the material together and lavs-out the page. 
Some of the people who devote time to the page include Axtman, Ben�am 
and Norm Opp. 

The Booster Club sells buttons and sweaters to create the Green Wave. 
They also furnish things the coaches recommend for the teams. They 
have provided a scale for the wrestlers, traveling bags for the basketball 
players and a wireless mike-set for the football team. Funds have been 
given tor the trophy case at the hlgn scnooI. rne Booster Club also gives 
scholarships. They give a $200 scholarship to a boy and a girl athlete. If 
they have more funds set aside, additional scholarships are given. 

State A Is an im.portant time for the Booster Club. This year at the Boys 
State A ·Basketball tournament they sponsored a hospitality room at the 
Ramada Inn and reserved 121 rooms there. The Booster Club also put on a 
reception to honor the players, coaches and cheerleaders after the cham
pionship game. 

Pierre Booster Club members often are not recognized for the many 
things they do to support Riggs athletes. They build school spirit and en
courage sportsmanship. Most of all they back PHS through both the wins 
and the losses. 

Governor Pride honors the Pierre Booster Club for their dedication to 
high school athletics. ,M.�c'1elle Scarborough 
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Office Education is starting point for careers 
by Dan Fischer and Craig Fiegum 

With the new seven-period day, 
there must be people out there 
wondering what they'll fill their day 
with. How about killing a few 
periods with one class? If you 
answered yes to the previous ques
tion, office education could be for 
you. 

Office education people work in 
a secretarial-type position in an of
fice. This class should not be con
fused with DECA where the 
students work  in stores,  
restaurants, and jobs of that kind. 

The class itself starts fourth 
period, when students go through 
classroom activities. These ac
tivities include exercises in filing, 
and working with computers, typ
ing, adding machines, word pro
cessing, and dictaphone (typing 
from a . taped exercise). After 
classroom work, students get out 
for lunch five minutes early so they 
can travel to their job. They work 
Monday through Friday, from 1 to 5 
p.m., and they are paid $3.35 an
hour.

Students who sign up for the 
class, have the responsibility of 
finding a suitable job. If they have 
trouble, Mr. Fjelstead, the instruc
tor, will help. 

In this year's class of 25, Kim 
Fridley feels she got the best job. 
She works in the Governor's office. 
In the office, she mails mail, types 
envelopes, and occasionally 
makes a "see me" appointment 
with the Governor. Kim feels office 
education will look good on a 
resume, and it provides her with 
extra money. 

Theresa Curtis who works for 

the Department of Commerce, 
says it is good experience 
especially if you plan to go into 
that type of work. 

Although the class takes away 
most of the afternoon, the only 
thing the interviewees really miss-

Kim Fridley 
ed was pep assemblies. They 

· claimed it was hard to get into th�
spirit of some things.

According to Kathy Curry,
meeting all the new people at
Buildings and Grounds and at the
Capitol Building makes up for all
things missed.

All the people interviewed
agreed that it was worth it, and
they all agreed that th.ey would
take the class over again.

Students who hope to be work
ing in an office someday should
check into this course. They will
have the opportunity to field test
their career choice through Riggs'
office education program.

- NEWS BRIEFS �
Young authors win contest 

Six Riggs students earned 
honors in the recent State Reading 
Council's Young Authors' Reading 
Extravaganza.  Sophomore 
students who placed were Lisa 
Dickson, first; Michelle Fowler, se
cond; and Susan Axtam, third. 
Their teacher is Mr. Larsen. 

Placing first, second and third 
on the senior level were Chris 
Miller, Brad Cruse and Kris 
TenEyck. All were students of Mrs. 
Birhanzel. 

All local first place winners earn
ed $5 gift certificates from 
Walden's Book Store in the Pierre 
Mall. Local winners will have their 

materials entered in t.he state con
test. 

Hudson receives ·third 

Rigg's All-State journalist, junior 
Conie Hudson, has received third 
place honors in the All-State 
newswriting contest. 

This contest is open to all AII

Stae journalism members.· They 
may enter any article written prior 
to the month being judged. First, 
second, and third place winners 
are chosen for each month 
January through April. Winners 
receive a certain amount of points 
which will be added up at the end 
of April. The journalist with the 
n1gnest number ot points will 
receive a cash award. 

MAKING M_ONEY ... Teresa Curtis works with her supervisor, Barb Boddicker, at the Depart
ment of Congress. (Photo by Levisen) 

First Ladies perform ·at State A 
Pierre's Ffrst Lady's performed 

at half-time of the second game 
Friday night during the Boy's State 
A Basketball Tournament. 

Dressed in green satin shirt 
dresses, the 16 members dazzled 
the crowd with a routine to "Twist 
of Fate." 

Val Palmer and Michelle Scar
borough choreographed th.e 
routine. 

The members of the First Lady's 
are: captain-Mary Huckins; first 
lieutenant-Mary Likness; second 
lieutenant-Val Palmer; Katie Hofer; 

Dena Boyd; Kari Vetos; Suzanne 
Atkinson; Steph Barden; Michelle 
Scarborough; Dori Nelson; Mary 
Gourneau; Carol Schweigert; Lisa 
Englund; Kris Lowenstein; Liz 
Porter; -and Wenonah Skye. 

Mrs. DeAntoili, advisor, com
mented, "The difficulty in perform
ing the routine is that the music is 
very fast. There is no time to think 
about what step comes next.'' 

This is the· First Lady's seventh 
or eighth appearance in the last 
ten years, according to Mrs. DeAn

' toni. 

FIRST LADIES ... Drill team member Michelle Scarborough performs with the First Ladies 
at State A. (Photo by Amy Peterson) 

Students see safety film 'Staying Alive' 
"More than 70 people are killed 

in this country each day by drink
ing and driving traffic accidents; 
more than were killed in the 
Veitnam conflict." 

These words were only part of 
the message Riggs students heard 
march 13 when Mike Kumm of the 
South Dakota Division of Highway 
Safety presented the slide presen
tation "Staying Alive". On the sug
gestion of the faculty members, 
Riggs adminstrators timed the 
presentation to coincide with the 
four-day State A weekend. 

"Hopefully it was meaningful to 
students that it's dangerous to be 
drinking and driving, not only at 
State A, but on the streets of 
Pierre.," commented Principal 
Me�kwan. 

"Teenagers aren't the only ones 
who drink and drive, and we aren't 
saying that teenagers are the onlv 
ones who kill people behind the 
wheel," Kumm, a former Sioux 
Falls policeman, told students. 
"But, education is what it's all 
about. If you never develop an at
titude that drinking and driving is 
wrong then those ideas won't be 
passed on; things won't change." 

· The slide presentation cor
related music and pictures around 
the story of Gary Erickson who sur
vivied a traffic accident in 1966. In 
.slow, broken, and slu_rred speech, 
the partially recovered Erickson 
told his story of life before and in 
the 18 years of hospitalized and in
stitutionalized recovery. 

"The numbeJ one cause of 

teenage death in America is 
alcohol-related traffic accidents," 
Kumm told his audiences. When 
asked if raising the drinking age 
will put alcohol in the car he 
replied, " ... probably so, initially; 
but for the most part it won't have 
a dramatic increase in the number 
of deaths." 

He felt that in the long run, the 
law would have a positive effect on 
highway safety. How did the 
students who viewed the presenta
tion react? "I think it was kind of a 
cheap shot right before State A," 
one senior male said. 

Some felt that the blame was un
fairly ,being dumped on them. 
Others were more positive. "I 
thought it was good. It made you 
think," a senior female said. "I 

took it as 'Hey, we care about 
you.'" Some juniors felt that it was 
"pretty effective." Another reacted 
by saying, "It made you realize 
what could happen." 

Similarily a sophomore said, 
"You don't think about what could 
happend when you're drinking, but 
the film made me realize the con
sequences." Another summed it 
up, "It was sad to see the guy tell 
about nis accident and how he 
kept wishing he would have listen
ed to his parents." 

All sophomores, some juniors, 
and some seniors were encluded 
in the 337 students who viewed the 
film developed by the Governor 
Highway Safety Program and the 
South Dakota Teenage Traffic 
Safety Council. 
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Color/ ul fashions brighten spring 
by Tanya Manus and Thea l'y1iller 

Spring is just around the corner, 
and it brings with it all the new 
clothes, hair styles and makeup to 
get you ready for warm weather. 
This is a fun time of year to· try on 
clothes, spend money, experie• 
ment with make up, look some 
more, and spend more money. Hav• 
ing trouble deciding what to buy? 
Maybe this will help. 

In makeup and clothes, the in
evitable pastels are here, along 
with a variety of wild new colors. 
One of the hottest colors this year 
is  yellow-from pale yellow 
eyeshadow to glittery gold lipgloss 
to wear when you really want to 
shine. 

Pink is also another popular col
or, in every shade you can think of. 
The newest makeup colors are 

. warm, earthy neutral-apricot, coral, 
orange, brown, and amber. Bronze 
and copper are also popular for 
night wear. Or you might try a 
touch of citron green for those 
times when you really want to be 
colorful. 

Top off your spring face with a 
new hairstyle. The word for hair 

now is short-from a super short 
feathery look to a chin-length. With 
all the setting gels and mousses 
around, short hair is versatile, cool 
and super easy to take care of. 

To update your wardrobe, how 
about starting with a short outfit? 
last year's long shorts or walking 
shorts will still fit the bill. Add a 
new pair of hot color, like flores
cent pink or bright yellow, for spr
ing's "in" clothes. 

Fortunately, polos are still in; 
and they can be layered, mixed, or 
worn alone with any pair of shorts. 
And. believe it or not madras 

shorts are back. Before you say, 
"Yuk, those awful huge plaid 
things my mother wore!", take a 
look at them with, of ·course, a 
solid-colored polo and your favori
ty boat shoes. You might just find 
your favorite "preppy" outfit of the 
year. 

Who could forget the mini
skirts? Jean style, sweat-like or a 
leopard skin pring, the miniskirt 
will be this summer's biggest eye
opener. Why not attract that 
special s:iuy's eye with a bright tur-

SHOPPING SPREE ... Connie Weldon and Suzanne Atkinson struggle with indecision 11s they 
choose their new spring cloth. (Photo by Amy Peterson) 

quoise mini and a matching 
striped or ruffled blouse? 

Add a few accessories liKe a 
straw hat, a-·bandanna, a brightly
colored purse, or new earrings to 
your wardrobe, and you'll be all set 
for spring. 

Experiment with the new spring 
styles that come out. Dressed in 
your new spring wardrobe, you're 
sure to get some admiring 
glances. You can never catch too 
many though, cause "Girls Just· 
Wanna Have Fun!" Right?! 

Students speak out, discuss the reasons for cheating 
One of the problems many 

students face is cheating. It has 
grown in some classes, to extreme 
proportions. People sit at the back 
of the class and cheat on 
everything from worksheets to 
tests, and the teachers don't seem 
to notice or even care. 

Cheating destroys the chance 
for students to figure something 
out by themselves. The feeling of 
accomplishment will no longer ex
ist in that person. Students 
become dependent on cheating to 
finish a test or pass a class. 

What is-going to happen to that 
high school student who cheats 
when he faces complicated situa
tions later in life? Most likely there 

will not be someone nearby to give 
him .the answers. This time he is on 
his own. 

This problem has to be stopped 
by the teachers, administrators 
and the parents. Punishment 
should be given to the offenders, in 
forms such as a zero on the paper 
to the detention. Anything would 
be better than not recognizing the 
situation. 

Students should also help to · 
stop this cheating before it gets

_, any worse. Cheating on an assign• 
ment or test isn't hurting the 
teachers, it is hurting the students, 
not only those involved but also 
the others around them. 

Lori Adam 

Cheating is nothing new to 
students these days, but it is 
gradually becoming more com
mon. 

Several reasons are cropping up 
for the rising numbers of cheaters. 
One of the main reasons is the 
new, stricter college requirements. 
Students now are forced to make 
good grades to even be considered 
for admission to college. Cheating 
seems an easy way to "make th,e 
grade" for college bound students. 

Another reason appears to be 
the old stand•by of "everyone else 
does." If everyone else is cheating, 
it becomes an unfair game for 
those honest ones who have to 
study hard to get good grades. 

Rather than face the problems 

Cheating-the teachers' view 
According to a recent survey fill

ed out by the teachers, on an 
average three out of every ten 
students cheat. Still ,  most 

. 

HELPING A FRIEND ... Members of the Riggs' English class demonstrate the 'tine art of 
cheating. 

teachers do not think cheating has 
become a problem in our school. 

Different teachers handle the 
problem in different ways. Most of 

them knock the grade of the stu
dent caught cheating. But some 
would rather talk to the student 
and try to work out the problem. 

Many of the teachers surveyed 
feel that cheating is a sign of 
laziness, and really doesn't lower 
moral standards. Sometimes 

students cheat because of 
pressure from home to get better 
grades. A few of the teachers 
stated that students who cheat are 
only hurting themselves. 

Several of the teachers feel that 
stuaents should report cheating in 
their classes. Quite often this 
causes problems among the stu• 
dent body and needs to be handl· 
ed in the right manner. 

Students cheat in many different 
ways. When some students were . 
asked about w�ich ways were t�e 
most successful, they replied with: 
passing answers between desks, 
using ctib notes, and getting 
answers from previous classes. 

from their parents, other students 
cheat to "save themselves." 
Students face cedain 
punishments from parents such as 

. grounding and_ having the car 
taken away if their grades are bad. 
Instead of facing these conse
quences, students cheat to stay in 
good graces. 

It isn't uncommon to see a stu
dent cheat, but rarely will another 
stude'nt' "nark" on him or her. 
Cheating has almost become an 
accepted part of school life. By 
making punishments harsher for 
cheaters, acceptance of cheating 
may change.  With harsher 
penalties, the amount of cheating 
may go down .. 

Thea Miller 

Poet!s Corner 
Spring Sunset 
The Painter reaches for his paint 
· brush,

mixes his paints,
and applies the first golden

stripe to the horizon. 
Blending carefully, he adds ra

diant lavendars, 
and dazzling pinks, mingled with 

blue. 
He adds a few delicate clouds, 

and behold-
The f i rst  spr ing sunset

brilliantly painted, 
a mangificent masterpiece, too 

elusive to frame. 

Spring is waking up to sunshine 
and birds singing, instead of 
darkness and cold winter 

winds. 
Spring is being able to wear

light jackets instead of heavy 
coats, and being able to wear 
your favorite short sleeved 
shirt without a heavy sweater. 

Spring is having fresh flowers in 
our own backyard, instead of 
fake ones from Ben Franklin. 

Spring is light, warm and joyful 
not cold, dark, and depress• 

ing. 
Spring-isn't it wonderful? 
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Vocational arts supplement academics 

-----
CONCENTRATION ... Vern Sevier appears WHAT IS THAT? ... Mr. Heib, Grant Smally, and Joel Wendel explore the DRAFTING INSTRUCTOR ... Mr. Hoing helps Sheldon Suiter with
engrossed in his drafting assignment. mysteries of auto mechanics. (Photo by Levisen) a problem. 
-(Peterson Photo) 

Vocational areas have just as 
much to offer as academics, and 

· students heading for college as
well as those who do not plan to at
tend college, should take a much
industrial · vocational training as
possible. It gives them the "com
mon sense approach and practical
application "for math, science,
and communications that they're
teaming in other classes."

These are the feelings of Mr. Ho
ing, head of the Riggs Industrial
Arts Department. Mr. Hoing spoke
with the Governor recently about
the new direction high school cur
riculum is taking across the state.

"Today's .big push by the Board
of Regents at the college level has
had a ripple effect all the way
down to the junior high," said Mr.
Hoing, "and I feel they have
started the school system of South
Dakota on a two-way track educa
tion program."

He pointed out that at the eighth
grade level students are having to
make a choice between vocational
and academic classes for their life
ahead and that most students at
that age have not decided what
they want to do with their lives.

"The main emphasis is for kids
to go to college whether they have
the skills and capability to do so or
not. Consequently, they are push
ed to take solely academic
classes," commented Mr. Hoing.

Presently, Riggs offers a number 
of vocational and industrial 
classes including welding and 
drafting taught by Mr. Hoing; auto 
mechanics and small engines in
structed by Mr. Heib; and woods, 
upholstery, electricHy, electronics, 
and home maintenance taught by 
Mr. Thuringer. 

Other non-academic classes of
fered are agriculture under Mr. 
Murphy; advanced foods, solo liv
ing, general home ec, and knitting 
instructed by Mrs. Bruhn, and 
preschool development and home 
ec at the Jr. High taught by Mrs. 
Cool. 

Business classes taught at 
Riggs are typing and work process
ing by Mrs. Baldwin; typing and of-. 
fice education by Mr. Fjelstad; 
busil"!ess law, job preparation, 
word processing, and distributive 
education by Mr. Wahl. Mr. Bryant 
teaches accounting and general 
business. 

Mr. Heib, in commenting about 
his classes said, "Not only do 
stuaents aevelop a knowledge and 
understanding of vehicles but they 
also learn to develop skills with 
their hands." 

Students in Mr. Hieb's classes 
enjoy the work and feel they are 
learning useful information that 
they cause throughout life. 

"I have learned a lot about the 
automobile and how to analyze 
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SHOWING THEIR APPRECIATION ... FFA'era Shan Hart Kurt Widvey, and Theresa 
Schumacher serve cherry pie and ice cream to faculty members. (Photo by Michelle Scar• 
borough) 

problems because of the hands-on 
experience we have in class," said 
Mark Metzinger. 

Grant Smalley also commented 
that he had learned to run the com
puter, pack wheel bearings, 
overhaul an engine, replace a 
clutch assembly, and other useful 
skills he would not have gained if 
he had not taken this class. 

Agriculuture instructor, Mr. Mur
phy said, "South Dakota's number 
on-e income is agriculture and 
whether a person is in farming 
himself or not, he is dealing either 
directly or indirectly with farming 
in this state. So, it is important to 
have a background in the 
agdculture field." 

"Those of us that teach in this 
area hope students along with 
their parents can see that there is 
more educational opportunities in 
this high school than straight 
academics," said Mr. Hoing. 

"Approximately 45 percent of all 
students go to college, and the 
other 55 percent have to do 
something whether it be work, join 
the military, or attend a trade 
school. Consequently," Mr. Hoing 

· added, "many students need to be
tc;1.king elective classes such as
business, home ec, vocational
agr-iculture, industrial arts, or auto
mechanics to better equip
themselves for their lives ahead."

Psych students participate in play. 
Members of Mr.s. Birhanzel and 

Mrs. Peterson's psychology 
classes along with several other 
students participated in the 
Children's Theatre Company and 
School's presentation of Hand In 
Hand on March 19. The play was 
performed in the Pierre Junior 
High auditorium. 

The participantswere instructed 
to keep their eyes closed through 
out the play. They joined hands 
and were seated in a spiral upon 
the stage. Aotress Leslye Orr used 
sound effects, odors, her voice, 
sign language, and touch to com-

municate the play. 
Objects and gestures were pass

ed around the spiraL With these 
props, she told the story of Helen 
Keller. The participatns could look 
upon their sight and their whole 
life with a new perspective. They 
were able to come to a better 
understanding of what a blind per
son's world might be like. -

The Children's Theatre Com
pany and School is located in Min
neapolis, Minnesota. The project 
was supported by grants from the 
National Endowment from-the Arts 
and the Otto Bremer Foundation. 

FFA'ers involved with activities 
Members of the Pierre-Oahe 

FFA Chapter are in full swing in 
preparation for the spring con
tests. 

Several members competed 
March 3 in livestock judging at 
Magness Livestock in Huron. 
These members also attended an 
informative workshop on judging 
various classes of livestock. 

The meats judging team attend
ed one of the state's best schools 
at the Morrell Meat Packing plant 
in Sfoux Falls. March 14 all judging 
teams • poultry, livestock, meats, 
crops, and ag mechanics - par
ticipated in a district judging con
test at Redfield. 

These same teams, as well as 
dairy foods, ag management, and 
dairy cattle judging teams will be 
competing at the District 6 con
tests in Hoven March 31. This con
test will determine which members 
from the Pierre Chapter will com
pete in each event at the State FFA 

Convention to be held April 15-17. · 
The annual Faculty Cherry Pie 

Feed was held on Feb. 24 in con
junction with National FFA Week. 
This chapter tradition involves the 
baking and making of homemade 
pie and ice cream which is theo 
served to al I Riggs faculty 
members. Started six years ago, 
this tradition is intended to pro
mote good relations between the 
FFA and Riggs faculty. 

March 20 was World Ag Day, and 
the Pierre FFA Chapter promoted 
World Ag Day in several ways. The 
senior FFA members planned the 
meal to be served throughout -the 
school system that day. 

FFA'ers also made posters and 
did some research into the 
.background of World Ag Day. 
Members hope that by their par
ticipation it will become more ap
par.ent to others what a major role 
the American farmer plays in each 
person's life. 




